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In fall 1987, a study was conducted by the Learning

Assessment Retention Consortium (LARC) to clo.ely inspect the reading
courses and programs currently offered in the California community
colleges. All 106 community colleges in the state were surveyed
regarding testing instruments used, the number and level of reading
courses offered, entry and exit criteria, and course content. Study
findings, based on responses from 62 colleges, included the
following: (1) the Nelson-Denny Reading Test, Stanford Diagnostic
(Blue), and the ASSET test were the tests used most often for course
placement; (2) 77% of the reporting colleges offered reading courses
at the 0-4th grade level, 84% at the 4th-7th grade level, 98% at the
8th-10 grade level, and 87% at the 10th-12th grade level; (3) 32% of
the colleges offered a degree-applicable course in
critical/analytical reading; (4) the three major program models were
individualized reading programs leading to classroom instruction at
higher levels, classroom-lab and individualized instruction spanning
all levels, and classroom or classroom-lab only; (5) in all colleges,
students were placed in reading courses using standardized reading
tests, though initial placement could be refined by reading
instructors; (6) vocabulary improvement was treated at all levels of
reading instruction; (7) some aspects of reading comprehension were
treated in all courses at the 4th grade through college levels; and
(8) in the higher level courses, greater focus was placed on critical
thinking and analytical skills, while in the middle level courses,
study skills, vocabulary, and comprehension were treated and the
lowest level courses emphasized phonics and spellinc in addition to
other skills. Tne survey inctrument is appended. (WJT)
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Foreword

Increasing student success is a major goal of the California community colleges. This goal
is also the focus of LARC, the Learning Assessment Retention Consortium. Members of
the network--formed in 1981 and including 80 colleges--share a common purpose: to
translate concern about students’ success into local action. From the beginning, LARC
has identified research as a major priority and a critical link in accountability.

The Curriculum Study in Reading was conceived and sponsored by LARC in cooperation
with the English Council of Two-Year Colleges and the Academic Senate for California
Community Colleges. This study was funded by the California Community College
Chancellor’s Office and LARC. It was conducted as a follow-up to the LARC: Student
Outcomes Study in Reading since a discussion of outcomes is incomplete without a descrip-
tion of the curricula which contribute to those outcomes.
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Curriculum Study In Reading
Abstract

The Curriculum Study in Reading was conducted to closely inspect the reading courses and
programs currently offered in the California community colleges. More specifically, this
study analyzes testing instruments used, the number and level of reading courses offered
at responding institutions, entry and exit criteria, and course content.

Six major objectives of this study were to (1) identify the tests used for placing students in
reading courses offered at specified levels, refining initial placement in courses, and placing

students in other subject area courses, (2) describe the range of offerings and grade level

parameters of courses/programs available to students scoringin the three percentile groups
described in the LARC Student Outcomes Study, (3) identify the transfer, AA/AS Degree,
non-AA/AS Degree, or non-credit status of courses offcred, (4) describe the most typical
configurations of college reading programs, (5) describe the entrance and exit criteria
established for the courses offered, ‘and (6) identify the major skill areas and subskills
treated in courses at specific levels.

It was found that the reading tests used most often for placement and refinement are the
Nelson-Denny, Stanford Diagnostic (Biue), and the ASSET. Most colleges offer reading
courses at some remedial and developmental levels, but less than half of the colleges offer
reading courses at the college level and almost a third omit offerings at the lowest level(s)
through the regular reading programs. Three major program configurations or models
emerged, the first two of which incorporate some blend of individualized and classroom
offerings. The third model incorporates classroom or classroom-lab instruction only and,

when implemented insome of the colleges, eliminates offerings at the college and/or lower

levels. In all colleges, students are placed in reading courses using standardized reading
tests although initial placement may be refined by reading instructors. Exit standards for
reading courses are comprised of several indices; in some colleges, one exit criterion is a
specified grade level on a standardized instrument. In terms of course content, vocabuiary

improvement is treated at all levels of reading inctiuction and some aspects of comprehen-
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sion are treated in all courses at the 4th through college range. Atthe higherlevels, greater
focus is placed on critical thinking/analytical skills; in the middle range of offerings, some
aspect(s) of study skills is treated as well as vocabulary and comprehension; and at the very
lowest level, much emphasis is placed on phonics and spelling in addition to other skills.

Certain questions in areas of assessment, range of offerings, program configuration and
other comparison variables were raised including: "Are some tests used for placement
purposes more accurate than other, and are some more appropriate for certain student
populations?” "Should there be a closer match between the scores attained on the place-
ment instruments and the beginning grade level parameters specified fo. the reading
courses in which students are placed?" "Should a standardized test be included in the set
of exit criteria for reading courses, and should performance levels on the tests match the
end grade level parameters specified for the reading courses?" "Should a standardized
reading test be used to determine eligibility for an AA/AS Degree?" "If so, what grade
level should be required for graduation?” "Does one model or program configuration serve
students more effectively than nthers?" Finally, further research needs to be conducted to
address other important variables nolt incorporated in the study such as methodology and

techniques, material and equipment used, staffing patterns and staff preparedness, and
number of contact hours and students served per hour.
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Curriculum Study In Reading
Executive Summary

Sackground of the Study

The Curriculum Study in Reading was conducted to closely inspect the reading courses
and programs currently offered in the Californiu community colleges. More specifically,
this study analyzes testing instruments used, the number and levei of reading courses
offered at responding institutions, entry and exit criteria, and course content.

The objectives of this Curriculum Study in Reading are to (1) identify the tests used for
placing students in reading courses offered at specified levels, refining initial placement in
courses, and placing students in other subject area courses, (2) describe the range of
offerings and grade level parameters of courses/programs available to students scoring in
the three percentile groups described in the LARC Student Outcomes Study, (3) identify
the transfer, AA/AS Degree, non-AA/AS Degree, or non-credit status of courses offered,
(4) describe the most typical configurations of college reading programs, (5) describe the
entrance and exit criteria established for the courses offered, and (6) identify the major
skill areas and subskills treated in courses at specific levels.

A research committee, consisting of representatives of the English Council of California
Two-Year Colleges (ECCTYC), the Learning Assessment Retention Consortium
(LARC), and the Academic Senate of California Community Colleges, developed the
reading curriculum survey which was submitted to 106 community colleges in California.
Sixty-two colleges (58%) completed and returned the survey in the Fall of 1987 indicating
their reading program configuration and procedures as well as specific course content as
of that time.

Nature and Overview of Reading Programs

. Tests Used

e Tests are used in all participating colleges to place students into different levels of

reading courses/programs.




o In forty-one (66%) of the reporting colleges, tests are used to refine placement in
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& reading courses.

i o In forty-one (66%) of the reporting colleges, tests are used to place students in
! other subject area courses.

o Tests most commonly used for the purposes specified are the Nelson-Denny, the
Stanford Diagnostic (Blue), and the ASSET.

: Courses Offered at Specified Levels :

’Q e Colleges vary in what reading course offerings they make available to students,
‘ particularly with regard to range of offerings, course/program grade level
: parameters, and the type of credit associated with courses at the same or similar
levels. '

o Twenty-eight (45%) of the reporting colleges offer a course(s) in speed
reading. At most of these colleges, this coursework is both transferable
and degree applicable. ‘

o Twenty(32%) of the reporting colleges offer a course(s) in ¢ritical/analyti-
cal reading. This coursework is both transferable and degree applicable
at all of these colleges.

o Fifty-four (87%) of the reporting colleges offer reading course(s) at the
10-12th grade level range. At most of these colleges coursewnrk at this
level is degree applicable but non-transferable.

o Sixty-one (98%) of these colleges offer reading coursework at the 8-10th
grade level range. Coursework at this level is often non-degree applicable.

o Fifty-two (84%) of the reporting colleges offer re 1ding courses at the 4-7th
grade level range. Generally, coursework at this level is non-degree
applicable. '

o Forty-eight (77%) of the reporting colleges offer reading courses at the
0-4th grade level range. At most of these colleges, courses in this range

. viii
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are non-egree applicable; some colleges offer courses at this level on a
non-credit basis.

o Twenty-two (35%) of the reporting colleges specified that individualized reading
programs spanning several grade levels such as 0-7, 0-12 are offered on their
campuses. Individualized programs were included in the numbers/percentages
reported above,

o Associated with many of the classroom offered reading courses are reading labs
which also meet the need for individualization.

o Not all colleges offer the full range of offerings, 0 through college level, often :
excluding coursework at the lowest levels, 0-4th and 4-7th grade levels. A large : ;
" percentage of students taking reading courses, however, enter college scoring in %
the 0-7th grade level range, as evidenced in the LARC: Student Outcomes Study in
Reading. This study indicates that *. . . of the largest test groun, the Stanford
Diagnostic group, 60% of the students in the total sample fell within the lowest
level percentile group, compared to 25% of the national 2orming group of twelfth
graders. ‘The proportion of students in this lowest level group for all individual
Stanford Diagnostic samples ranged from 39% to 99%. These California com- ‘
munity college remedial reading students placed very lowin reading ability relative -
to national twelfth graders. The proportions of students in this lowest level group o
for the eight NJBSCT colleges ranged from 11% to 65%. The colleges in the
sample are very diverse, in this instance, according to student skills levels, as well
as other student characteristics."

Program Configuration
o Three major patterns or models of overall program configuration are apparent:

e Model I - Individualized to Classroom Offérings. With this model,
reading instruction is provided through individualized reading programs,
usually spanning the entire range, 0 through college level, and classroom
or classroom-lab offerings are made available, usually beginning at the 8th
or 10th grade level. Students who enter with luw reading scores receive

ix

11




only individualized instruction. Upon reaching the level of the first ciass-
room offering in the sequence, students receive further reading instruc-
tion in the classroom; however, some of the studects may receive addi-
tional reading instructioa through the individualized programs instead.

Model II - Classroom-lab and Individualized Instruction Spanning All
Levels. In this model, colleges offer reading instruction across the entire
range, 0 through college, in both individualized and classroom based
courses, providing students flexibility and a greater number of options.

Model Il -- Classroom or Classroom-lab Instruction Only. In some
colleges reading <oursework is offered only throuﬁh the classroom or
classroom-lab. In this model, reading coursework may not be made
available acrossall levels; offerings at the lowest level(s) and/or the college
level frequently are omitted.

o Of the 23 colleges which participated in both the LARC Student Outcomes Study
" in Reading and in the Curriculum Study in Reading, eight (35%) clearly offer
programs which correspond with Mode! I; five (22%) offer reading programs
corresponding with Model T1; and 10 (43%) offer programs which correspond with
Model II. These findings, attained from a follow-up questionnaire sent to the 23
colleges considered to be representative of all 106 colleges, indicate that the
percent of colleges offering reading instruction through individualized
programs/courses at some level(<) is higher than that reported in the reading
curriculum surveys returned for this study (57% as opposed to 35%).

Entrance and Exit Criteria
o For placement into reading courses, the niost common assessmen: instruments
used are the Nelson-Denny, the Stanford Diagnostic (Blue), and the ASSET.

o The entrance cut-off score for college level reading courses typically ranges from
10.0t0 12.0. In courses at this level, about a third of the colleges pretestand posttest
students to measure skill growth using the Nelson-Denny.
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e Entrance cut-offscores range from grade levels 7.0 to 11.8 for 10-12th level courses
and from 6.0 to 8.9 for 8-10th level courses. Both pretesting and posttesting are
conducted at two-thirds of the colleges to measure skill growth using the Nelson-
Denny. '

o Entrance cut-off scores typically range from grade levels 2.0 or 3.0 to 7.0 for
courses at the 4-7th grade level. Entrance cut-off scores for courses at the 0-4th
grade levels are usually not specified. Pretesting and posttesting are conducted at
half the colleges which frequently use the Nelson-Denny and the Stanford Diag-
nostic (Blue) to measure skill growth.

o The following can be stated regarding exit standards for reading courses:
o theinstructor determines the exit standard in about a third of the colleges;

o the department determines the exit standard in a third of the colleges for
courses below the college level, and 13% of the colleges report that the
department determines the exit standard for college level courses;

e criteriaused for exit include a specified grade level on a standardized test,
satisfactory completion of all course and lab assignments, a passing grade
of "C" or better in the course, and improvement in reading ability
measured in other ways; )

o the final grade for courses at the college level is based mostly on class
assignments and exams; designated grade level scores on a standardized

instrument may also be required or allowed. .

o the final grade for courses at the 10-12th level is based mostly on a

department exit exam, but class assignments and class exams count heavily
as well;

o the final grade for courses at the 8-10th level is split evenly between
department exit exams, class assignments, and instructor class exams;

o the final grade for courses at the 4-7th level is based mostly on class
assignments and class exams;




o thefinal grade for coursesat the (-4th level is based niostly on department
e exams, but class assignments and exams weigh heavily as well.

e Exit standards for courses at the various levels specified are not uniform within
many celleges and vary greatly across colleges. Within some colleges muchlatitude
appears to be extended in terms of reading levels demonstrated by students upon
course completion and end grade level parameters specified for reading courses.

While the data regarding the reading requirement for the AA/AS Degree does not
appear to be fully reliable, it indicates that some colleges accept completion of a
reading-composition course, which may or ~ay not be the standard freshman
composition course, as meeting the reading requirement. A number of colleges
allow either completing a specified course or passing a proficiency exam to meet
the gragaation requirement. If passing a standardized reading instrument is
required for the AA/AS Degree, then the most frequently designated score is 13.0.

Reading Course Content

Much concurrence is found across colleges regarding course content emphasized '

at specified levels. Skill areas emphasized are those expected for coursework at
the levels reported.

Courses at the 8-12 range address nearly all subskills listed in the survey with major
emphasis placed in areas of comprehension, study skills, vocabulary, fluency,
figurative language, and critical thinking. Depending on the level of the offering,
certain skill areas are given higher priority than others, with critical thinking and
figurative language receiving major emphasis in the 10-12 range, but not in
offerings at the 8-10 range. Courses in the latter range focus primarily on major
aspects of vocabulary and comprehension as well as Survey, Question, Read,
Recite, and Review (SQ3R), a major study skill. Phonics, spelling, and grammar
and mechanics do not receive major emphasis in coursework in the 8-12 range.

Courses at the college level address fewer subskills than those in the 8-12 range;

most emphasize critical thinking, comprehension, fluency, figurative language, and
SQ3R.




e Courses at the lowest level, 0-4, focus on fewer subskills than those in the 8-12
range also; most emphasize phonics (word attack and structural analysis of words),
vocabulary, and spelling. Courses at the 4-7th grade level emphasize phonics and
vocabulary, too, but comprehension is emphasized instead of spelling,

e Other aspects of content which can be noted are these: 1) figurative language
and/or vocabulary development are emphasized in reading at all levels, 0 through
college; 2) some comprehension subskills are emphasized in reading coursework
at the 4 through college range; 3) grammar and mechanics are not emphasized in
reading courses at any level.

Conclusions, Implications, and Further Questions

Among the key questions raised regarding assessment, range of offerings, program con-
figuration, and entrance and exit criteria are the following:

(1) Do some of the placement tests available on the market yield more accurate
information than others, given similar or equally matched groups of students?

(2) Are the reading offerings made available to students scoring in the lowest percen-
tile range sufficient to meet their needs?

(3) Given similar or matched groups of students, is one program configuration,
including the blend of offerings or options, course parameters, and range of
offerings, more effective than another in terms of student gains and success in
content-area coursework taken later?

(4) Would reading instruction be more effective as well as performance in the course
at the next level if a closer match were reached between students’ demonstrated
performance on placement tests and the beginning grade level parameters of the
reading courses in which the students are placed?




(5) Would reading instruction be more effective as well s perfoiinance in tae course
atthe nextleveiifa closermatchwere reached between the end performance levels
demonstrated by students and the end grade level parameters specified for the
reading courses in which they are enrclled?

(6) Would reading instructors be in a better position to evaluate the effectiveness of
their instruction if they measured the gains made by their students using the
standardized instruments available?

(7) Should a reading test be used to determine eligibility for the AA/AS Degree? If
so, what grade level/raw score should be attained to meet the graduation require-
ment?

This study, in describing the general features of reading programs Throughout the state, is
intended to encourage further examination. Useful future studies would examine variables
related to program quality and outcomes. The findings provided in this study should
" facilitate and prompt that research. |
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Chapterl
THE NATURE OF THE STUDY

Background Of The Study _

In thelate 70s and early 80’s, community colleges began shifting emphasis from growth to
quality. This shift demanded a reassessment of purpose snd a recewed commitment to
serve underprepared students while maintaining academic excellence and yet increasing
student retention. Particularly at this time, the lite:ature was replete with repc:ts and
accounts addressing the issues of underpreparedness, recruitment, and retention while
focusing at the same time on academic excellence. In surveys conducted at this time, poor
academic preparation among entering freshmen was often cited as a problem needing
attention. Not only was underpreparedness an issue addressed by the community colleges,
but four-year institutions, both public and private, expressed the same concern, in many
instances focusing on inadequate preparation in reading and study skills. When UC,
Berkeley found that the ability to learn from text, background knowledge, and attitude
toward learning better predicted freshmen success than their entrance tests, they designea
and implemented EL90, a course to assist students with studying textbook material
e.fectively. Another demonstration of concern for underprepared entering freshmen at
afour-year institution was initiation of the five-week Project SOAR at Xavier University,
New Orleans. In this case, the concern was for minority students intending to enroll in
science courses. Most of the participants were 17 or 18 year old high school graduates. In
the morning they attended laboratory sessions in various sciences. Their afternoons were
devoted to improving their analytical reading and reasoning by working with problem
solving/critical thinking material and reading comprehension exercises from various sour-
ces. Afollow-up study revealed that SOAR participants were twice as likely as other Xavier
students to complete their freshmen science classes.

These are but two of the many examples which can be cited demonstrating interest in
helpinig underprepared students succeed in four-year institutions. In two-year institutions,
the problem was noted as being even more severe. Often, these institutions indicated that
at least one-third or more of their incoming students needed further improvement in
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reading instruction as well as instruction in the other essential skills prior to or concurrent

- with successful completion of academic and vocational coursework. Clearly then, the need

for reading instruction in postsecondary institutions has been well established by re-
searchers, college administrators and faculty across the nation. Thus, colleges have imple-
mented reading courses and programs at all levels over the past several decades to meet
this need.

Today, most institutions continue to offer incoming students reading programs and, in fact,
require some students at certain sites to take them. Recently, attention has been directed
atthe quality, effectiveness, and expediency of these programs. The California Community
College Chancellor’s Office has taken action to strengthexi the curriculum in reading,
writing, and mathematics in California’s 106 community colleges. The Matriculation Plin
mandates assessment in all three of these basic skill areas. In addition, the new Title V
criteria for all associate degree credit courses require that material used in these courses
be at the college level. Furthermore, the Master Plan Commission indicated that Califor-
nia community colleges must improve the probability for success for every student by
makinglearning more meaningful and demanding and by better defining and communicat-
ing the expected outcomes of a communit)" college education. This commission, together
with the California Postsecondary Education Commission (CPEC),-is in the process of
redefining curriculum standards, teacher excellence, and student success. This same rigor,
being applied to all credit courses, must also be applied to all reading instruction as well,
if educational equity and increased retention, goals of The Master Plan Renewed (July,
1987), are to be attained.

Not only are California’s educators concerned about offering quality programs t. under-
prepared students, they are equally, if not more concerned about the underrepresentation
of Hispanics, Blacks, .and Native Americans in California’s postsecondary institutions
highlighted by recent studies of the rapidly changing demographics of the state. By the
year 2010, current underrepresented minorities are projected to become the "new majority”
with Whites declining as a proportion of the total population from a current 61.9% to less
than 50%. As the population of minorities in California increases, so will the number of
minorities who are often underprepared for college-level work seeking a higher education.
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The impact of the charging demographics in California is of paramount importancs to its
institutions of higher learning, particularly the community colleges in which many of these
students first enroll for higher education. This factor serves to sharpen the focus on the
reading offerings and future plans.

Inlight of these developments, it seems imperative to closely inspect the reading programs
currently offered in the community colleges. This also seems a logical first step if the
objectives and mission of the California community colleges as outlined in the new master
plan are to be met. In 1987-88, the California Community College Chancellor’s Office and
the College Board funded astudy onstudents enrolled inreadingin the community colleges
implemented by the Learning Assessment Retention Consortium (LARC).LARC studied
three outcomes as measurements of student success:

(1) student persistence in courses and in college

(2) student satisfaction '

(3) skills acquisition in the courses

The results of that study are reported in LARC: Student Outcomes Study In Reading,
Septerber, 1988. |

This curriculum study in reading was designed in conjunction with the LARC outcomes
study to closely inspect the reading courses and programs currently offeredin the California
community colleges. This study reports on the testing instruments used, the number and
level of reading courses offered at responding institutions, entry and exit criteria, and
course content.

Purpose of the Study

The objectives of this curriculum study in reading are to (1) identify the tests used for
placing students in reading courses offered at specified levels, refining initial placement in
courses, and placing students (requisite) in other subject area courses, (2) describe the
xange of offerings and grade level parameters of courses/programs available to students
scoring in the three percentile ranks specified in the LARC Student Outcomes Study, (3)
identify the transfer, AA/AS Degree, non-AA/AS Degree, or non-credit status of courses
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offered, (4) describe the most typieal configurations of college reading programs, (5)
describe the entrance and exit criteria established for the courses offered, and (6) identify
the major skill are2s and subskills treated in courses at specific leveis.

2P

This study was developed through the collaborative eforts of the Learning Assessment
Retention Consortium (LARC), the English Council of California Community Two-Year
Colleges (ECCTYC), and the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges. o
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It is intended that this descriptive étudy serve ac g basis for discussion regarding the
structure of reading programs and types of courses offered to students in the Celifornia
community colleges. Perhaps this identification of tests used and courses offered, descrip-
tion of program configurations, reading course entrance and exit criteria, and course
content will assist those in reading departments with their own program evalvation,
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Limitations of the Study

This study represents a major effort in California to describe the reading programs offered
through its community colleges. This study attempts to describe the configuration, proce-
dures, and content of the programs offered and through the process identify the patterns
or models most frequéntly implemented. °
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This study does not attempt to compare reading program patterns or models in terms of
their effect on student outcomes. The study’s survey did not gather information regarding
many variables which could have significant effects on outcomes. Such variables include
the salient features of both classroom-lab and individualized programs: staffing patterns
and staff-student ratios, materials and equipment, internal program structure and proce-
aures, and student contact hours. Nor did the survey gather information regarding teacher
and staff preparedness and specific techniques used in the classroom, iab, and/or in-
dividualized instructional area. Variables such as these may affect student outcomes as
much or more than the features described. This study, however, did gather data regarding
basic program conﬁgura{tion and general features and should therefore provide useful
information to instructors interested in comparing and evaluating their own programs.
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Study Sample and Participants
'I‘he reading curriculum survey was submitted to the 106 commamty colleges iri California.
Sixty-two surveys were returned. Not =1l coileges completed all items on the survey and
not all colleges of’ fergd the same number of courses, so items addressed do not always
incluc_le responses from sixty-two colleges.

Of the sixty-two respondents, twenty-three had participated in the LARC Student Out-
comes Study in Reading which included twenty-eight community colleges. As reported in
LARC : Student Outcomes Study in Reading, the 28 participating colleges are similar to all
106 colleges in terms of ethnic distribution and enrollment size. Since 23 of the 28 colleges
inthe outcomes study participated in this curriculum study and since 39 additional colleges
across the state also participated, it can be stated with some assurance that the descriptive
data reported herein are of value to all community colleges in California since they
represent qmte accurately the general features of reading programs on a statewide basis.

The colleges listed on page 6 participated in both the LARC Student Outcomes Study in
Reading and in the Curricu'am Stidy in Reading,

Design of the Study

The information attained from the surveys is based on Fall, 1987 community college
reading programs. This self-reported information corresponds with the time period during
which the LARC Studcnt Outcomes Study in Reading was conducted.

The survey asked respondents to indicate the test(s) used for placement in reading
courses/programs, the test(s) used to refine initial placement, and the test(s) used to place
students in other courses. Then the survey asked respondents to indicate the reading
courses offered in their colleges according to level and type of credit awarded:

1. reading course(s) offered to students at the college level for degree applicable
and transferable credit

[y
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COLLEGES PARTICIPATING IN BOTH THE
LARC STUDENT OUTCOMES STUDY IN READING
AND iN THE CURRICULUM STUDY IN READING

College

American River College
Antelope Valley College
Butte College

Cabrillo College

Cerritos College

College of the Desert
College of the Redwoods
Compton College
Evergreen Valley College
Fullerton College

Gavilan Colle- -

Lake Tahoe Community College
Lassen College

Merced College

Mount San Antonio College
Rancho Santiago College
Sacramento City College
San Jose City College

San Joaquin Delta College
Santa Barbara City College
Santa Rosa Junior College
Solano College

" Southwestern College

Contact Person(s)

Robert Frew and Stephen Epler
Anne Willikens and Karole Shappe
Hannie Voyles and Barry Picciano
Rod Ouse

George Melican and Bill Brodernick -
Douglas Garrison

Bill Morris

Patrick McLaughlin

Shirley Sloan and Jon Kangas

Fran England

John Hansell

Paula Setastian

Tina Bishop

Harlen Hamlin

Gil Domingues

Dennis Creedon

Linda Wark and Carol McXenzie

Mary Jane Page and Carole Bogue

Mary Ann Cox and Phillip Laughlin
Elaine Cohen

Douglas Fisher and Edmund Buckley
Annette Runquist and Robin Arie-Donch
Christina Chiriboga
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2. reading course(s) offered near the college level (preparatory) for degree-»>-
phcable but non-transferable credit

3. reading course(s) offered at the dévelopmentaVremedial level (basic skills)

For each course offered at the developmental/remedial level, respondents were asked to
indicate grade level parameters and to specify the type of credit granted or to indicate
non-credit status. Respondents were then requested to supply for each course mentioned
specific entry and exit criteria and the major skill areas and subskills treated, See Survey
for Research in Assessment/Placement/Curriculum Practices in California Community
College Reading Credit Classes, Appendix A.

The information which follows was drawn from the rurveys and is descriptive in nature.
Since this method of collecting data is often limited, many phone calls were placed to
responding institutions during the Fall of 1988 in order to verify survey responses and to
collect missing data. It was learned through this processthatsince Fall, 1987, some colleges
have reconfigured some of their offerings. For example, at one college contacted, three
distinct courses reported in the survéy have since been collapsed into one course. Some
changes have also been made regarding the kind of credit offered, specifically in the
degree-applicable and non-degree applicable categories. Overall, however, it appears that
the tests used, program configuration, entrance and exit criteria, and course content have
remained generally consistent with Fall, 1987 practices.
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Chapter II
FINDINGS REGARDING READIMNG PROGRAMS

Reading Tests Used

Thirty-three tests are being used by the responding 62 colleges to place students into
different levels of reading courses/programs. _The three most commorly used tests for
placement into most levels of reading courses are the Nelson-Denny, the Sianford Diag-
nostic (Blue), and the ASSET. An assessment instrument is used for placement in the
reading courses in all 62 reporting colleges.

Tweniy-eight tests are being used in 41 colleges to refine placement in reading following
initial placement. The most commonly used tests to refine placement are the Stanford
Diagnostic (Blue) and the Nelson-Denny. In41 colleges 24 tests are used to place students
in other courses. The three tests most often used are the Nelson-Demiy, the Stanford
Diagnostic (Blue), and the ASSET.

Courses Offered at Specified Levels
Colleges vary widely in terms of the reading offerings which they make available to
students. Specifically, differences can be noted with regard to (1) the range of offerings,
(2) course/program grade level parameters, and (3) the type of credit oifered for courses
at the same level. Some colleges, for example, offer a sequence of courses, classroom
and/or individualized, spanning the entire range, 0 through coliege, with aumerous courses
available in the sequence; each course spans a narrow range of grade levels. An obvious
attempt is made at these sites to attain homogeneous groups of reading level and needs.
Other colleges offer a sequence of courses spanning the entire range, but they offer fewer
courses in the sequence; each course, therefore, spans a wider range of grade levels with
less apparent focus on homogeneity. Still other colleges offer a sequence of courses that
does not span the 0 through college range. At these sites, usually a course(s) at the higher
level and/or one or more courses at the lower level are omitted.

Inanumber of institutions, it is apparent that more than one course or program at the same
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level may be offered providing students with greater fiexibility £nd options for meeting

their needs. Colleges also vary in the type of credit they offer students for reading courses
at the same level.

College Level Coursework

Twenty-eight of the reporting colleges offer a course(s) in speed reading. At 24 colleges
this coursework is transferable and degree;applicable, and at four of the colleges the
coursework is degree applicable but non-transferable.

Twenty colleges offer a course in critical/analytical reading which.is transferable and
degree applicable at each site. (See Table 1.)

Table1
College Level Reading Coursework
Coursework Number of Percent Transfer and Degree Noa-Degree
Type Colleges Responding | Degree App. Applicable Applicable
Speed Reading 28 " 45% % 4

Critical/
Analytical 20 32% 20
Skill Focus ' l

Coursework At The 8-12th Grade Level

Fifty-four of the reporting colleges offer a course(s) at the 10-12th grade level range. At
most of these colleges coursework at this level is degree applicable but non-transferable.

Sixty-one of the reporting colleges offer a course(s) at the 8-10th grade level range.
Coursework at this level is often non-degree applicable.

Coursework At The 0-7th Grade Level

Fifty-two of the reporting colleges offer a course(s) at the 4-7th grade level range.
Coursework at this level is generally non-degree applicable.

9
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Forty-eight of the reporting colleges offer coursework at the 0-4th grade level range. At
mostof these colleges courses in this range are non-degree applicable. A few colleges offer
courses at this level on a non-credit basis.

Inthe discussionabove, the grade level parameters specified for courses offered are similar
to but not exactly the same as the entry and exit levels reported for both classroom and
individualized courses. For example, a course/program for which 9.5 through 12th grade
level parameters were reported is included in the 10-12 category of coursework, and a
course/program for which 7.5 through 9.9 grade level parameters were reported is placed
in the 8-10 category of coursework.

Included in several categories are individualized programs spanning a wide grade level
range. For example, an individualized program ranging from 0-10 is included in the 0-4,
4-7, and 8-10 categories. An individualized program ranging from O-college is included in
the 0-4, 4-7, 8-10, 10-12, and ccliege ievel categories.

In addition, the following information regarding coursework was attained from the surveys
and through follow-up phone calls:

1. Twenty-two of the respondents (35%) offer individualized reading programs
spanning several grade levels. These programs may span various grade level
ranges such as 0-7th grade level or 0 through college level. Reading instruction
is offered in these programsin lieu of classroom offerings or in addition to some
classroom offerings. Individualized offerings are included in the discussion and
the table above.

2. Associated with many of the classroom courses are required/non-required labs
which reinforce classroom instruction and provide opportuxiity for increased
individualization of instruction. Some respondents reported lab information
while others omitted it. Follow-up phone calls, however, affirmed that at many
sites reading labs are in place to support classroom instruction. Lab offerings
are not included in the discussion and the table above.
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3. Some colleges offer reading instruction for which enrollmen: is limited to
identified groups such as Learning Disabled (LD) students and English as a

P Second Language (ESL) students. Since these programs are not offered to the

general student body, many colleges did not report them. Follow-up phone

: calls, however, verified that on many campuses such courses are made available

to targeted groups. Courses/programs for these groups of students are not
included in the discussion and the table above.

4. Many colleges offer, in addition to those offerings identified as reading cour- _ :
ses/programs, special courses at-various levels in vocabulary, study skills, and -
spelling. These courses are often integral to the program sequence recom-
mended to reading students, and they are often taught by the reading instructors.
They may or may not be recommended, however, to all reading students Since,
in general, they emphasize and/or further develop only specxﬁc aspects of
readmg curricula, they were not reported by many respondents. Afew colleges "
reported their existence in marginal notations while others omitted them en-
tirely. It can also be said that these courses.are 6ften, but not always, offered
through the individualized instructional areas. These courses are not included
inthe discussion and the table above since complete information regarding them
is not available. Reading courses which typically treat some of the subskills
covered in these courses are, of course, included in the discussion and the table
above.
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Program Configuration

When the offerings in all of the responding colleges are analyzed for overall program
configuration, three major patterns emerge.

L. MODEL I -- Individualized To Classroom Offerings
Colleges adopting this pattern offer individualized instruction in reading usually
spanning the entire range, 0-college, and classroom or classroom-lab programs
beginning at the 7th or 8th to 10th grade levels depending on the college. These
colleges offer students who enter with low reading scores only individualized
reading programs. (See Table 2.) As students demonstrate improved perfor-
mance, they receive further reading instruction. through the classroom-lab
and/or the individualized area. Once students have reached designated grade
levels, they may receive various recommendations depending on the blend of
classroom and individualized offerings available on campus. For example, in
some colleges, entering students enrolled in individualized programs may con-
tinue receiving individualized instruction in reading, and upon reaching a
specific level, they may also enroll in a classroom offering addressing a related
area such as vocabulary or study skills. In other institutions, students reaching
a given reading level in an individualized reading program may then enroll in a
classroom or classroom-lab reading course; at some sites they may also continue
working in the individualized area for vocabulary, study skills or another pro-

gram in essential skills.
. Table2
Model I Configuration
Speed Critical 10-12th 0-10th
Reading (or 8-12th) (or 0-Tth)
Classroom
(and Lab)
Individualized-———s
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II. MODEL II - Classroom-lab And Individualized Instruction Spanning All
Levels : ‘

Another pattern found in the colleges is that wherein both individualized and
classroom or classroom-lab programs are offered acrcss most of the entire
range, 0 through college. (See Table 3.) The majority of reading students may
be initially enrolled in classroom-lab sections. The individualized area, provid-
ing an alternate mode of reading instruction as well as programs in other
essential skill areas, may serve reading students with special needs, scheduling
problems, brief review needs and/or enrichment requests in areas such as
critical/analytical reading or speed. In addition, the individualized area may
provide some or all of the lab work directly associated with the reading class-
room offerings in which students are enrolled. This area may also provide
distinct programs in vocabulary, study skills, and spelling as well as programs in
other skill areas such as writing, mathematics and problem solving/critical
thinking.

. Table3
Model IT Configuration

IIl. MODEL 11 —~ Classrocm Or Classroom-lab Instruction Only
A third aiscernible pattern is that which consists of classroom or classroom-lab
offerings only. In some institutions, the sequence of classroom offerings is
implemented spanning the entire range, 0 through college, while at others the
sequence extends across only part of that range. (See Table 4.) If the offerings
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aren’t available across the entire range, usually those at a low level (4th or 6th
grade level and below) and/or those at the college level are omitted. With this
pattern, individualized programs in reading are not offered although when labs
are incorporated, much individualization may occur supporting classroombased

instruction.
Table4
Model HI Configuration
Speed m 10-12th 810th 0-7th
Classroom
(and lab)
OR
Speed lf;"df;’s 0120 | 810t " 07th
Classroom
(and lab)

Colleges using this model may offer courses with different grade level parameters than
those shown. Given the first chart of Table 4, for example, a college may offer coursework
spanning the range indicated but offer only three courses in the sequence: 0-9, 10-12, and
acollege level speed reading and/or analytical reading course. One site utilizing this model
reported two courses with the following grade level parameters: 0-6 and 7-13. Given the
second chart of Table 4, not spanning the entire range, courses with different parameters
may be implemented as well. One site offering coursework at the lower end but not at the
college level reported the following: 0-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12.

The three models are described by variations in mode.s of instruction, i.e., classroom and
individualized instruction, and range of offerings, but colleges adopting a given model do
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not implement them in exactly the same manner. It can be noted, however, that most
colleges offer reading programs which correspond with one of the three models identified.

To obtain greater accuracy in terms of the frequency with which these models are imple-

mented, a follow-up questionnaire was submitted to the 23 colleges which participated in

both the LARC Student Outcomes Study and in this Curriculum Study in Reading. This

questionnaire asked these colleges to verify the model ascribed to their programs. It was

validated that at 35% of these colleges, the reading programs implemented correspond

with Model L. At22% of the colleges, reading programs correspond with Model II, and at
. 43% of the colleges, the reading programs in place correspond with Model III.

These 23 colleges were selected for further questioning and verification of model assigned
since they were considered representative of all California community colleges. In the
Outcomes Study, it was shown that the 28 participating colleges were similar in distribution
to all 106 eollegés. Even though only 23 of these colieges also participated in this
Curriculum Study in Reading, the five colleges which didn’t participate were fairly similar
in distribution to all 106 colleges on important comparison variables. Removing an evenly
distributed sub-sample of five colleges should leave a sample of 23 colleges similar in
distribution to all 106 colleges. Consequently, one can conclude with some degree of
certainty that the rate at which the models described herein are implemented in the 23
colleges can be attributed to all 106 colleges. Further substantiating this assumption is the
fact that the other 39 colleges which participated in the Curriculum Study in Reading
appear similar in distribution to all 106 colleges as well although data were not provided
regarding important comparison variables.

It should be noted that based on this follow-up questionnaire, the percentage of colleges
including individualized reading programs/courses within their range of offerings is higher
than that reported in the original surveys which didn’t specifically address mode of
instruction. According to the surveys and phone calls discussed earlier, only 35 % of the
colleges offer individualized reading programs/courses spanning various levels. According
tothe follow-up questionnaire, 57% of the 23 colleges offer individualized reading at some
level(s).
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Entrance Criteria and In-class Testing

Most of the California community colleges are now using assessment instruments for
placement in reading courses. Many are also using additional tests to further refine initial
Placement. Asinstruction progresses, numerous college reading instructors are measuring
competencies in various reading skills using material at the levels which correspond to
given course grade level parameters..

The information which follows regarding entry criteria and in-class testing is provided in
terms of the three percentile groups identified in the LARC Student Outcomes Study in
Reading and generally incorporated in this curriculum study in reading: 76th-99th percen-
tile rank (college level), 26th-75th percentile rank (8.7-12th grads level), and 0-25th
percentile rank (0-8.7 grade level). Since the colleges have prdgrani configurations that

vary by the range and number of offerings and mode of instruction or combination of
modes, the data does not always include all slxty-two colleges for each percentile or course
level grouping. :

Courses at different colleges vary in their entry and exit levels. In this study, courses for
students scoring in the three percentile groups indicated above are grouped as follows:
college level courses are included in the 76th-99th percentile group; courses with entry and
exit levels of 8-12 or 8-10 and 10-12 are included in the 26th-75th percentile group.
Courses with 0-7 or 0-4 and 4-7 entry and exit levels are included in the 0-25th percentile
group. The grade level parameters for the courses which are described are very close to
but not exactly the same as the grade level parametess of the three percentile ranks. The
course parameters used, however, more closely correspond with actual course parameters,
and their close approximation with percentile rank parameters justifies their utilization.
Survey responses indicate the following:

a. Courses for students in the 76th-99th pereennle group (college) are generally
offered to students scoring at/near college level.

b. Courses for studénts in the 26th-75th percentile group (8.7-12) are generally
listed with 8-12 grade level parameters, or they are further divided into grade

16

> R ' ,
; . -, N .
- R i PP -
<380 7 3 G SN G AR B R e e T el 3 18

o sz Tvnd ais”)

w - e
F e apee 1

3.,
B

AT




SO AR I YA A s

43

A O A gt N
e

e ey

R
AR

level purameters such as 8-10 and 10-12. These courses are offered to most
students reading in the 8th through 12th grade level range.

¢. Courses for students in the 0-25th percentile group (0-8.7) are generally listed
with 0-7 grade level parameters, or they are further divided into grade level
parameters such as 0-4 and 4-7. These courses are offered to most students
reading in the 0 through 7th grade level range.

Courses For Studgnts In The 76th-99th Percentile Group (College)
For college level courses, usually speed reading and/or a course emphasizing criti-

cal/analytical skills applied to college level material, entrance criteria may be described as
follows:

1. Twenty-eight colleges reported that they offer a course in speed reading and 20
reported another college level reading course offered which is both AA/AS
Degree applicable and transferable. Various assessment instruments are used
for placement in these courses. The Nelsor-Denny, reported by six colleges, is
most frequently used for this purpose.

2. Eighteen colleges reporteﬂ that students are pretested in college level reading
courses. The most frequently used pretest instrument reported by these col-
legesis the Nelson-Denny. It might be assumed that the scores on the placement
instrument are also used as prescores in the course. The entrance cut-off score
ranges from 10.0 to 12.0 in terms of grade level on the Nelson-Denny or other
instrument used.

3. Sixteen colleges indicated that a posttest is administered in courses at this level.
The Nelson-Denny administered in eight colleges for this purpose is most
frequently used. The cut-off score most frequently used ranges from 11.0 to
13.0in terms of grade level, but few coueges listed aspecific raw/grade level/per-
centile score.
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4. Sixteen colleges administering pretests and posttests use this fziformation to .

measure skill growth; 11 of these colleges indicated that pre- and post-data are
reported. .

Courses For Students Scoring In The 26-75th Percentile Group (8-12)
For students reading in the 8-12th grade level range, two courses are often offered, one at
the 8-10 range and another at the 10-12 range. Entrance criteria may be described as

1. Fifty-four colleges reported that they offer a course at the 10-12th grade level

range, and 61 reported a course offered at the 8-10th grade level range. Courses
a: the 10-12 range are usually AA/AS Degree applicable and non-transferable.
Courses at the 8-10th grade level range often are non-degree applicable.
Various assessment instruments used for placement in courses at these levels

. were reported by 34 colleges. Many different tesis are used including the

Stanford Diagnostic (Blue), the Nelson-Denny, and the Gates MacGinitie. No
one test dominates.

Forty-two colleges reported that students are pretested ini courses at the 8-12
range. The most frequently used pretest instruinents are the N elson-Denny and
the Stanford Diagnostic (Blue) used by half ths reporting colleges. It might be
assumed that the scores on the placement instrument are used as prescores in
the course. The entrance cut-off score ranges from 7.0 to 11.8 in terms of grade
level on the Nelson-Denny, Stanford Diagnostic, or other instrument used for
coursework at the 10-12th grade levei and from 6.0 to 8.9 for coursework at the
8-10th grade level.

. Thirty-nine colleges indicated that a posttest is admixzistered in courses at this

level. The Nelson-Denny administered in nine colleges for this purpose is most
frequently used. T cut-off score most frequently used is 12.0 in terms of grade
level for coursework at the 10-12th grade level und 8.9 or higher for coursework
at the 8-10th grade level range. Not ail colleges, however, listed a specific
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raw/grade level/percentile score on arequired posttest for courses at the 10-12th
and 8-10th levels.

4. Thirty-one colleges adininistering pre.tests and posttests use this information to

measure skill growth; 27 of these colleges indicated that pre- and post-data are
reported.

Courses For Students Scoring In The 0-25th Percentile Group (0-7)

For students reading between the 0-7th grade level range, two courses are often offered,

one at the 0-4 range and another at the 4-7 range. Entrance criteria may be described as
follov=:

L. Fifty-two colleges reported that they offer a course at the 4-7th grade level range x
and 48 reported a course offered at the 0-4th grade level range. Generally, :
courses at the 4-7 range are non-degree applicable. At most of the colleges,
courses at the 0-4th grade level range are non-degree applicable as well; some
colleges, however, offer coursework at this level on a non-credit basis. Various
assessment instruments were reported by 33 colleges for placement in courses
at these levels. The Nelson-Denny reported by nine colleges and the Stanford
Diagnostic reported by six colleges are used for this purpose most frequently.

2. Thirty-five colleges reported that students are pretested in courses at the 0-7th
grade level range. The most frequently used pretest instruments are the Nel-
son-Denny reported by five colleges and the Stanford Diagnostic reported by
nine colleges. It might also be assumed that the scores on the placement
instrument are used as prescores in the course. The entrance cut-off score
typically ranges from 2.0 or 3.0 to 7.0 in terms of grade level on the Stanford
Diagnostic or other instrument vsed for coursework at the 4-7th gradelevel. No
clear pattern of entrance scores was indicated for coursework at the 0-4 range.
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3. Thirty-two colleges indicated that a posttest is administered in courses at this
level. The Stanford Diagnostic administsred in seven colleges for this purpose
is most frequently used. The Nelson-Denny is used at five colleges. The cut-off
score most frequently used ranges from 6.9 to 8.0 in terins of grade level for
coursework at che 4-7th grade level and from 3.0 to 5.0 for coursework at the
0-4tb grade level range. Not all colleges, however, listed a specific raw/grade

level/percentile score on a required posttest for courses at the 4-7th and 0-dth
levels.

4. Thirty colleges administering pretests and posttests use this information to
measure skill growth; 22 of these colleges indicated that pre- and post-data are
reported.

Exit Standards

Not only are reading instructors in the California eoinmum'ty colleges aware of the value

of assessing students for appropriate placement in reading courses/programs, but in-

increasing numbers they are measuring growth and, in conjunction with departmental
agreement, setting exit standards for their courses. At many sites, exit standards comprised
several indices including grade level on a standardized test, completion of assignments,
and progress in rate and comprehension. In some colleges, instructor judgment is per-
mitted in addition to exit criteria established when exceptions warrant it.

The information which follows regarding exit criteria is provided in terms of the three
percentile ranks identified in the LARC Student Outcomes Study in Reading and used in
this curriculum study. Agam, since college program configuration varies in the range of
offerings and number of courses offered as well as mode of i instruction, the data reported
do not always include all sixty-two respondents Course parameters listed, as explained in
the entrance criteria section, are similar to but not identical to percentile rank parameters,
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Courses For Students Scoring In The 76-99th Percentile Group (College)

For college level reading courses, AA/AS Degree applicable and transferable, the follow-
ing data were collected regarding exit criteria:

1. Seventeen colleges reported that the individual instructor determines the exit
standards; eight colleges reported that the department determines the stand-
ards; and one college reported "other.” '

2. Exit standards specified include completion of assignments and labs, improve-
ment in reading rate and comprehension, and a passing grade of C or better for
the course, and, in a few cases, college level reading as indicated by a stand-
ardized test.

3. Ofthose 10 colleges using a common exit test, three reported that students must
pass the test in order to proceed to the next reading course. One college
indicated that the exit test is the sole measure for allowing movement to the next

" level. Five colleges indicated that exceptions raay be made based on instructor
judgment. The passing grade most ﬁ‘eqﬁemly required on the test as reported
by three colleges is a D, and the percentage most frequently required.reported
by two colleges is 70%. The grade in the course most frequently required to
proceed to the next course in the sequence reported by six colleges is a C. It
might be assumed here that the next course in the sequence is English 1A or a
combination reading-composition course required for graduation. -

4. The range of percentages of the total grade for each criterion used for courses
at this level as reported by 17 colleges can be noted as follovss:
10-80%  department exit test with no clear mode
10-66% in-class written essays and assignments with 30% as the mode
5-70% in-class objective quizzes and exams with 35% as the mode
5-50% in-class participation with 20% as.the mode
1560% other, including lab assignments with 25% as the mode
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Fourteen colleges reported that the exit standard is uniform for ail eollege level
courses offered in the day; 14 coll.ges reported a common exit standard for
college level courses offered in the evening; 12 colleges reported a uniform
standard for o1l college level courses offered on campus; eight colleges reported
a common exit standard for all college level courses offered off campus.

The reading requirement for the AA/AS Degree is met in nine of the colleges
by course completion only, in three of the colleges by proficiency exam only, in
four colleges by course completion and proficiency exam, and in six colleges by
course completion or proficiency exam. The reacing course most frequently
required for the AA/AS Degree is a combination reading-composition course,
which may or may not be the standard freshman compvssition course. The
proficiency exam most frequently used is the Nelson-Denny. If passing a
standardized reading instrument_ is required for the AA/AS degree, then the
most frequently designated score is 13.0 in terms of grade level.

Courses For Students Scoring In The 26-75th Percentile Group (8-12)

For courses offered io students reading between the 8th and 12th grade levels, often
separated into two courses, one at the 8-10 range and another at the 10-12 range, the
following data were collected regarding exit criteria, For courses st the 10-12 range, the
following was reported:

1

2.

3.

Twenty-one colleges reported that the individual instructor determines the exit
standards; 20 colleges reported that the department determines the standards;
and sevea colleges reported "other.”

Exit standards specified include 10.9 to 12.0 grade level on a standardized test,
completion of course requirements, and a grade of C or better in the course.

of the 26 colleges using a common exit test, 18 reported that students must pass
the test in order to proceed to the next reading course. Five colleges indicated
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that the exit test is the sole measure for allowing movement to the next level.
Eighteen colleges indicated that exceptions may be made based on instructor
judgment. The passing grade most frequently required on the test as reported
by 10 colleges is a C, and the percentage most frequently required reported by
11 collegesis 80%. The grade in the course most frequently required to proceed
to the next course in the sequence reported by 16 colleges is C.

. The average percentage of the total grade for each criterion used fur courses at
this level as reported by 38 colleges are as follows:
20-75%  department exit test with 50% as the mode
25-50%  in-class written essays and assignments with 35% as the mode
25-50%  in-class objective quizzes and exams with 40% as the mode
10-25%  in-class participation with 15% as the mode
15-50% other with 25% as the mode

. Nineteen colleges reported that the exit standard is uniform for all 10-12th grade
level courses offered in the day; 15 colleges reported a common exit standard
for 10-12th grade level courses offered in the evening; 16 colleges reported a
uniform standard for all 10-12th grade level courses offered on campus; 11
colleges reported a common exit standard for all 10-12th grade level courses
offered off campus.

For courses at the 8-10 range, the findings are as follows:
. Twenty-one colleges reported that the individual instructor determines the exit

standards; 26 colleges reported that the department determines the standards;
and seven colleges reported "other."

. Exit standards specified inclade 8.9 or higher grade level on a standardized test,
satisfactory completion of coursework, and a C or better course grade.

. Of the 36 colleges using a common exit test, 24 reported that students must pass




the testin order to proceef:i to the next reading course. Seven colleges indicated
that the exit test is the sole measure for allowing movement to the next level.
Twenty-seven colleges indicated that exceptions may be made based on instruc-
tor judgment. - The passing grade most frequently required on the test as
reported by seven colleges is a C, and the percentage most frequently required
reported by nine colleges is 709%. The grade in the course most frequently
required to proceed to the next course in the sequence reported by 22 colleges
isC.

- The range of percentages of the total grade for each criterion used for courses
at this level as reported by 34 colleges are as follows:
10-100% _department exit test with 30% as the mode
10-90%  in-class written essays and assignments with 25% as the mode
15-100%  in-class objéctive quizzes and exams with 30% as the mode
10-40%  in-class participation with 15% as the mode
10-60%  other with 20% as the mode

. Nineteen colleges reported that the exit standard is uniform for all 8-10th grade
level courses offered in the day; 16 colleges reported a common exit standard
for 8-10th grade level courses offered in the evening; 17 colleges reported a
uniform standard for all 8-10th grade level courses offered on campus; 12
colleges reported a common exit standard for all 8-10th grade level courses

. offered offcampus.

Courses For Students Scoring In The 0-25th Percentile Group (0-7)

For courses offered to students reading between the 0-7th grade level range, often
separated into two courses, one at the 0-4 range and another at the 4-7 range, the following
data were collected regarding exit criteria. For courses at the 4-7 range, the tindings are
as follows:

1. Eighté'en colleges reported that the individual instructor determines the exit
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standards; 20 colleges repimed that the department determines the standards;
and five colleges reported "other."

Exit standards specified include a grade level on a standardized test, usually
around 6.9 to 8.0, a passing average on class tests, completion of course assign-
ments, and attaining a reading leve] at least one grade level above entry level.

. Of the 28 colleges using a common exit test, 18 reported that students must pass

the test in order to proceed to the next reading course. Eight colleges indicated
that the exit test is the sole measure for allowing movement to the next level.
Twcniy colleges indicated that exceptions may be made based on instructor
judgment. The passing grade most frequently required on the test as reported
by seven colleges is C, and the percentage most frequently required reported by

nine colleges is 80%. The grade in the course most frequently required to

proceed t